Many beautiful ecumenic: in 
been installed in churches throughout 
United States during the past few years. Shown 
on this page is one from the Colton Chapel of 
Lafayette College, Easton, Pennsylvania, and 
one from the Plymouth Congregational Church, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. Both of these were 
executed by the Willet Stained Glass Company 
of Philadelphia. The story of Mr. Willet 
the contribution he is making as a Chrsitian 
layman to the art of the Church appears 1 
Presbyterian Life (February 19, 1955). A vi 
to the studios where such windows are being 
designed is a spiritual experience long to be 
remembered. 
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THE CHURCHES PREPARE 
TO CELEBRATE PENTECOST 


Churches of the United States will join with 
churches of the world in the celebration of 
Pentecost—the third great festival of the Chris- 
tian year—on Sunday, May 29 (June 5 in the 
Orthodox Church). The Christian Pentecost is 
usually regarded as the Birthday of the Church, 
and this theme is emphasized this year in the 
materials being sent out by the World Council 
of Churches. 

The World Council each year points to Pente- 
cost as an appropriate time to stress the world- 
wide ties of the individual Christian, and of the 
local church. This is based on the account in 
the second chapter of Acts, of how, after the 
descent of the Holy Spirit, each man heard the 
word in his own tongue, and the disciples set 
out on their evangelistic mission which was to 
“turn the pagan world upside down.” 

This year’s materials also put a special em- 
phasis on the social outreach of the Church, 
since the disciples apparently became more fully 
aware on this day, of their Christian obligation 
to the world. 

The origins of Pentecost go far back into 
Hebrew history, being connected with the giv- 
ing of the Covenant to Noah, and of the Law to 
the people of Israel through Moses. It is prob- 
ably the oldest of all religious festivals which 
are still celebrated today. 

In the Christian calendar it became the most 
joyful season of the church year, marked by 
special evangelistic effort. It is the special holy- 
day mentioned in the New Testament. We 
read of Paul tarrying in Ephesus or hurrying to 
Jerusalem, in order to be with the Christian 
brethren on Pentecost. This was at a time before 
either Christmas or Easter were celebrated as 
Christian holidays. 

Pentecost is usually celebrated a week later 
in the Orthodox churches than in the Protestant, 
though they sometimes coincide. 


Among the materials suggested by the World 
Council for use in the churches, is a worship 
service of the Church of South India, which was 
part of the worship program at the Second As- 
sembly of the World Council of Churches at 
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Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert of the U.S.A. off 
answers a knotty question at a press confe 
in Geneva following the Executive Co 
meeting of the World Council of Churches, Feb 
ary 7-11. With him in the picture are Dr. V 
Visser ’t Hooft, Rev. Peter Dagadu of the G 
Coast, and Pastor Mobbs of Switzerland. 


peace” from one member to another, through 
the congregation. A Pentecost radio script, W: 
its scene laid in India, has also been written | 
use in local communities throughout the wo 
It portrays the discovery of the power of 1 
Holy Spirit by an American girl whose husba 
is employed as a U.N. technical expe 
Travancore. This year's focus on India is ¢ 
propriate because the Travancore church clat: 
to be one of the oldest Christian churches in t 
world, having been founded by the Apos 
Thomas soon after the first Pentecost. 
As is customary, the six Presidents of t 
World Council have issued a Pentecost messa: 
which has been sent to all the member churel: 
of the Council—162 communions (denomis 
tions) in 47 countries. It will be read in 1 
churches on Pentecost Sunday. 
Pentecost packets containing the followi 
materials are available from the World Coun: 
156 Fifth Ave. New York 10, N.Y., at ¥ 
each: 
Pentecost poster 11x 17, 2-color 
Bulletin cover (sample) with text of | 
Presidents’ “Message” 
South India Worship Service 
“Flame of the Spirit”—15 minute radio 
script 
Pentecost suggestions— 
6 pages of interesting facts, quotes, 


list of appropriate hymns, scripture 
references, etc. 


The Annual Meeting of the U.S. Conference 
for the World Council of Churches will be held 
Buck Hill Falls, Pa., May 4-6, with the Rt. 
v. Henry Knox Sherrill, Chairman of the USS. 
nference for the World Council of Churches, 
presiding. 

The opening session, Wednesday evening, 
ill feature an address on “The Laity in the 
Ecum enical Movement” by Dr. Elton True- 
blood, Chief of Religious Policy, U.S. Informa- 
~ tion Agency. 

_On Thursday morning, May 5, Dr. Robert S. 


Associate General Secreary of the WCC, with 
responsibility for the Division of Studies, in 
Geneva, will speak on “Forward from Evanston” 
—a report on developments at Geneva head- 

quarters. 
_ A feature of the Conference program will be 
-aseries of World Council workshops which will 
_ meet simultaneously to discuss the World Coun- 
cil programs of Inter-Church Aid and Service 
to Refugees (Chairman—Dr. Franklin Clark 
- ‘Fry, Secretary—Dr. Wayland Zwayer); Ecu- 
-memical Studies (Chairman—Dr. Bilheimer, 
"Secretary—Miss Leila Anderson); Ecumenical 
_ Action, meeting in three sections: Youth 
_ (Chairman—Mr. Roderick French, Secretary— 
Rey. A. Wilson Cheek) ; Laity ( Chaitman—Mr. 
Clifford P. Morehouse, Secretary—Mr. Edwin 
Ww. Parsons); Cooperation of Men and Women 
in the Church and Society (Chairman—Dean 
Walter G. Muelder, Secretary—Mrs. W. Mur- 
| doch MacLeod. ) 
On Thursday evening, Dr. Egbert deVries 
~ (Netherlands), Economic Advisor and Chief of 
_ Agricultural Division, International Bank of 
~ Reconstruction and Development, will address 
the group on “The Relation of the Churches to 
Problems of Economically Under-developed 
Peoples.” 

At the final session, Friday afternoon, Dr. O. 
Frederick Nolde, director of the Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs, will 
speak on “The Contribution of the World Coun- 
cil to Living Together in a Divided World.” 
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THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-monthly 
bulletin published by the United States Conference 
of the World Council of Churches, 156 Fifth 
Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Elsie Thomas 
Culver, Secretary for Public Relations, editor. The 
Council unites 162 Anglican, Orthodox and 
Protestant communions in 47 countries. Neither 
the COURIER nor the World Council of Churches 
is responsible for opinions quoted in its columns. 
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N.C.C.-U.S.A. ISSUES 
EVANSTON STUDY GUIDE 


That “Evanston” may come alive in the local 
churches and communities of the United States, 
the National Council of Churches has prepared 
a new study book, based on the findings of the 
Evanston Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches, for use in church and senior church 
school discussion groups. 

Every Church and Evanston is an authorita- 
tive interpretation of the Assembly findings on 
the six sub-themes: responsible society, interna- 
tional affairs, race, evangelism, the layman in his 
vocation, and unity (as set forth in the Evanston 
document Evanston Speaks). 

Related to the interpretation of each section 
are specific plans for carrying forward the dis- 
cussion at the popular level, and relating it in 
all its significance, to the life of the local church 
and the local community. Bishop Henry Knox 
Sherrill has contributed the foreword, and Dr. 
Eugene Carson Blake wrote the introduction. In- 
cluded also are a wealth of fresh and interesting 
plans to enliven these or other approaches to 
Christian social studies, leading forward to in- 
dividual and group action. 

This study of the Evanston findings will be 
a special emphasis of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. during the 
year 1955-56. Many denominations are planning 
to use the guide in summer conferences or fall 
classes and discussion groups. 

Every Church and Evanston and Evanston 
Speaks (needed for reference) sell for $1 (pre- 
paid) for both, with very liberal quantity dis- 
counts. Orders and inquiries should be sent to 
National Council of Churches, Office of Publi- 
cation and Distribution, 120 East 23rd Street, 
New York 10, New York. 
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The first meeting of any World Council gov- 
erning body to be held in the Southern Hemi- 
sphere will take place when the Executive Com- 
mittee of the World Council of Churches meets 
near Sydney, Australia, February 6-10, 1956. 
World Council spokesmen said that the decision 
to meet in Australia “expresses the World Coun- 
cil of Churches desire to share every side of its 
life with as many of its own member churches 
as possible.” It is expected that most members 
of the Executive Committee including probably 
all the Asian members will attend the Australian 
meeting. 

* * * * 

A North American Faith and Order confer- 
ence is planned for 1957, using the theme “The 
Nature of the Unity We Seek.” The U.S. Con- 
ference of the W.C.C. will sponsor the Confer- 
ence, asking the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., the Canadian 
Council of Churches, and the Evangelical Coun- 
cil of Mexico to serve as cooperating bodies. The 
Conference is expected to include some 500 
theologians, pastors, church administrators, lay- 
men, laywomen and youth; they will be appoint- 
ed by the cooperating churches. 

* * * * 

Dr. Franklin Clark Fry has been presented 
with the Great Silver Cross of Austria, with star, 
by President Theodor Koerner of Austria, in 
recognition of his part in relief work in Austria 
since World War Il. The decoration was estab- 
lished by the Austrian Republic a little over a 
year ago and Dr. Fry is one of the first non- 
Austrians to receive it. 


A Danny Kaye film portraying his recent tour 
as UNICEF Ambassador-at-Large among un de 
privileged children in Asia will soon be di 
tributed by Paramount Pictures on a non-prol 
basis to theatres throughout the world. “Assig 
ment Children,” is a 20-minute technicolor fe 
ture which poignantly illustrates the significance 
of UNICEF aid to sick and under-nourished 
youngsters. The narration is now being trans- 
lated into all European, including Scandinavian 
languages, and into Arabic, Japanese and 
for release all over the world. 


* * * * 


Harold E. Stassen has been appointed Presi- 
dent Eisenhower's Special Assistant on Disarms 
ment. His chief task will be to search for ideas 
to develop a basic approach to international 
disarmament. Mr. Stassen has appealed to the 
people to submit to him comments and sugges 


tions. 
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The Hymn Society of America, 297 Fourtl 
Ave., N.Y.C., is seeking new rural hymns ane 
will welcome contributions from anywhere in 
the world. Deadline May 1. Folder on request. 

| 


* * * * ; | 


According to “The Yearbook of Americans 
Churches for 1955” more Americans belong tox 
churches—Protestant, Roman Catholic, Jewish, 
and others—than ever before in the country’s 
history. Of the total U.S. population, 59.5 per 
cent (94, 842, 845) are church members. 


a ____________ 
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ON: A general Evangelical Conference 
e Arab World will be held in Beirut, Leb- 
April 28-30. The sessions will be con- 
in Arabic. The theme will be “Christ 
is the Churches of the Near East to Mission 
Unity.” The meeting will be “a historic ex- 
ssion of the progress of the indigenous Chris- 
Churches in the Near East.” It will be fol- 
ed by the triennial convention of the Near 
st Christian Council in Beirut May 2-4. Sun- 
, May 1, has been set aside as a Day of Ecu- 
nical Fellowship in the Evangelical churches 
Beirut and vicinity. 

ILAND: A conference for Christian journal- 
and other pressmen from the Northern 
ntries will be held this spring in Finland. 
A Northern conference for lawyers and theolo- 
ns, on Christianity and Justice will take 
ce mext autumn as a continuation of a previ- 
s conference on the same subject in Norway. 
ally a big Northern ecumenical gathering 
-¥ be held in Sigtuna in the summer of 1956. 


INDIA: Establishment of pulpit and altar fel- 
lowship between the Church of South India and 
the Lutheran Churches has been recommended 
bya j joint theological commission at a three-day 
meeting in Bangalore (March 15-17). 


SWEDEN : The Swedish missionary, Gustaf Ny- 
strom, who accompanied UN’s Secretary-Gen- 
eral Dag Hammarskjold, as interpreter to the 
negotiations in Peking about the American 
pilots, was invited by Chou En-lai to come back 
to China with his family and preach. Gustaf 
Nystrom was formerly a missionary in China. 


SINGAPORE: A new Student Center at Adam 
Road, Singapore, is now in operation. It is ex- 
pected that the Center will become a real instru- 
ment of evangelism in presenting the Christian 
Gospel to students. 


WALES: The first full committee of the Welsh 
Ecumenical Society (Cymdeithas Eciwmenaidd 
cymru) met at Aberystwyth. The Society is 
bilingual, and is designed to be of help to all 
friends of the ecumenical movement living in 
Wales, or outside Wales, and having Welsh 
associations. 


CHURCH AROUND THE WORLD 


GERMANY: In Germany there are now 524 
church papers with a total circulation of 12,800,- 
000 as compared to 87 with a circulation of 
2,300,000 in 1947. Included in the totals are 
263 Protestant publications with a circulation of 
4,300,000; 198 Roman Catholic papers with a 
circulation of 7,400,000; and 63 others with a 
circulation of 1,000,000. 


JAPAN: An “increasing feeling of need for an 
interdenominational, nation-wide, and even 
world-wide interchange and mutual support 
among Christian rural workers,” has resulted in 
the planning of several area study conferences 
in the next two years by the National Christian 
Council’s Department of Rural Evangelism. 
Through such “grass roots” study conferences 
as these, the basis for a nation-wide organiza- 
tional conference of the Christian Rural Fellow- 
ship in Japan three years from now will be laid. 


SPAIN: Evangelical Youth Group hold an out- 
door retreat (below). 


Lay 


BOOKS 


What Did The World Council Say To You? by Harold A. Bosley, pastor of the “host” churck 

the Evanston Assembly. (Abingdon Press, Nashville. 127 pp. $2.00.) =~ 
Encounter With Revolution by M. Richard Shaull. (Association Press, New York. 145 pp. $2.50 
Christian Faith To-day by Stephen Neill. (Penguin Books Inc., Baltimore. 365 pp. 65¢.) 


Christian Theology: An Ecumenical Approach by Walter Marshall Horton. (Harper & Bros., Nex 


York. 304 pp. $3.75.) 


Eternal Hope by Emil Brunner. (The Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 220 pp. $3.50.) Z 
The Christian Hope by T. A. Kantonen. (Muhlenberg Press, Philadelphia. 112 pp. $1.50.) _ 


Modern Christian Movements by John T. McNeill. (Westminster Press, Phila. 178 pp. $3. 0.) 


The Bible in World Evangelism by A. M. Chirgwin, Research Secretary, United Bible Soci 
(Friendship Press, New York. 162 pp. $2.50, paper $1.50.) 
The Christians’ God by Stephen Neill. Christian Giving by V. S. Azariah. ( Association Press, 2$ 
Broadway, New York. 89 pp., 96 pp. $1.25 each.) These are the first two volumes of “We 
Christian Books” series, sponsored by the I.M.C. The series will deal with doctrine, life an 
practice of Christian Faith in simple terms, for round-the-world reading and translation. 
The Altar Fire by Olive Wyon. (The Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 126 pp. $2.00.) | 
Religion and Freedom of Thought by Perry Miller, Robert L. Calhoun, Nathan M. Pusey af 
Reinhold Niebuhr. (Doubleday and Company, Inc., New York. 64 pp. $1.00.) + 
The Protestant Credo edited by Bergilius Ferm. (Philosophical Library, New York. 229 pp. $5.00. 
Essays by G. G. Atkins, J. C. Bennett, F. W. Buckler, M. S. Enslin, V. Ferm, F. J. McConn 
J. T. McNeill, C. H. MoehIman, F. H. Ross, H. N. Wieman. 
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Aquinas on Nature and Grace edited by A. M. Fairweather. Alexandrian Christianity edited b 


Henry Chadwick and J. E. L. Oulton. (The Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 368 pp., 
pp. $5.00 each.) Volumes II and XI in the Library of Christian Classics. 


b , 


Our Christian Symbols by Friedrich Rest. (Christian Education Press, Phila. 80 pp. $2.50.) 
The Symbols of Religious Faith by Ben Kimpel. (Philosophical Library, N.Y. 184 pp. $3.75.) 


Symbols of the Church by Whittemore Associates, Inc. (Whittemore, Boston. 14 pp. 50¢.) 


The Development of Negro Religion by Ruby F.Johnston. (Philosophical, N.Y. 188 pp. $3.00.) 
When We Pray by Wilmina Rowland. (Friendship Press, New York. 64 pp. 60¢.) ; 
In The Cause Of Peace by Trygye Lie. (The Macmillan Company, New York. 473 pp. $6.00.) 
Security And The Middle East by Twenty Distinguished Americans. (Ballantine, N.Y. 169 pp. 35¢ 


US.A.: The World Council of Churches has 
been selected by vote of the Negro Press of the 
nation as one of the 10 recipients of the Russ- 
wurm Awards for 1955. The W.C.C. had pre- 
viously been cited by the Chicago Defender for 
its “annual honor roll” in connection with its 
attitude on race relations. 


ENGLAND: The British Council of Churches is 
now established in its new quarters at 10 Eaton 
Gate, London, S.W.1, only two doors away from 
Edinburgh House, the headquarters of the Con- 
ference of British Missionary Societies. 


“The object of the ecumenical movement 
not to establish a great international organiz: 
tion, but to bring about renewal of the ind 
vidual churches,” Professor Hendrik Kraem«e 
of the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, Switze 
land, told twenty students who recently con 
pleted the third course of the Graduate Schoc 

* * * * 

European visitors to the Second Assembly a 
said to be reporting that they are greatly in 
pressed by the American time-saving conver 
ences, but perplexed by the American shorta; 
of time. 
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